elro.

The News American, Wednesday May 9, 19?9 -

Bench nominee
‘very thorough
tough lawyer’

g By J'oyca' Price
. News Arnencan Staff
The son of an frish malhemauéla.n nommated
for federal judgeship Tuesday, is described by-col-

. leagues as a *‘very thorough, very tenactous and
. ve:y tough trial lawyer."”

sl “Whenhesmtheolhersideolacase you-'--

-

. know you're' in_ for a battle,” 'said Anthony M.

.- Carey, law partrier of. Francis D. Murnaghan, °

- nominated by President Carter late Tuesday to fill

' a vacancy on the 4th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals, .

. the second hxghest level of the‘federal judiciary. .-
""" "Murnaghan is a prominent Baltimore attorney" |

_'_ who was a former school board president and

? "y mayoral candidate:

The Senate must confirm Murnaghan 5.

nommanon .

.~ ~lf heis confirmed, Murnaghan- will be one of

: three new judges on the 4th Circuit federal appel-

1 late.court, which encompasses Maryland, Virgin- ;
' . ia, West Virginia, North Carolina and South Caro-
Ima A U.S. Justice Department spokesman said -

} - the other new appointments to. the court will be
from Maryland West Virginia-and North.

Carollna

- > ~Murnaghan, 58, a partner in the prestigious -

->downtown law firmrof Venable, Baetjer and How-
- 7 ard, isthe first Marylandersmce 1966 to be named
" to the appellate court, the spokesman said.

-, . “He’s brilliant, with amazing energy and’
- +.dedication to the highest principle,” said Jacques .

" T. Schienger, also in Murnaghan's firm. .
- '+ 7 ~Carter selected Murnaghan from a list of five
 : Marylanders recommended for the judgeship last

-~ March by a judicial nominating commission. Mur- .

. paghan was the only non-sitting judge recom-

. mended. The other. candidates were Alexander

. Harvey II, Frank Kaufman and Herbert F. Mur-

ray, all judges of the U.S. District Court of Mary-
_land, and John R. Hargrove, a Balt:more Supreme
: Bench judge.

. ‘Murnaghan, long a mainstay of the liberal !
wing of Maryland'’s Democratic Party and a close
friend and political ally of Sen. Paul Sarbanes, D- |

Md., was considered the front-runner for the ap-
pellate post.

~Sarbanes called Murmnaghan's nomination to !

. the appellate court an ‘“‘excellent one’* and said

! Murnaghan has “demonstrated the highest stan-
dards of jntegrity, intelligence and character ...
both as a lawyer and citizen."”

.- Murnaghan said Tuesday he has no idea how

“long it will take to win Senate confirmation. Such
confirmations are followed up by FBI checks that
usually take about a month.
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""" Mumnaghan expressed doubts that the process -

. would be completed in time for him to be part of a
- special six-judge panel of the 4th Circuit Court of
Appeals scheduled to convene June 5. That panet
"is to review an-earlier decision by a three-judge
. panel that overturned the convictions of former
. Gov Marvin Mandel and five co-defendants.
.~ Bomn in Baltimore, Mumaghan is the son of
. (the. late Francis D. Murnaghan, a mathematics
.. professor at Johns Hopkins University: The yous-
»*'ger Murnaghan graduated from Hopkins in 1941,
- .and after a stint in the Naval Reserves, oompleted
studies at Harvard Law Schiool in 1948.
.~ - Murnaghan has been a practicing attorney
» ".since 1949. From 1350 to 1852, he served as general
* counsel to the U.S. High Council of Germany in
1 -Frankfurt. From 1952 to 1954, he served as an as-
‘sistant attorney general for Maryland. He has
.been in full-time practice with the firm of Vena-

o ble,Baetjerdeowardsumelss&-— o ¥

‘ .:‘ ‘1Murnaghan said he has acquired enensive_
' . ‘knowledge of constitutional law by representing
“such clients as the S rs and the University-
_of Maryland in cases involving First Amendment .
questions and sex and racial bias charges. .- -
 Murmnaghan said he long has wanted ajudicial
o post and, admitted he-had *‘never considered-any.
~other judiciary position’ other than the one to
which he’s been. nominated. ‘But hersaid he had-
lhoughtlns chances for such a post “‘remote” and "
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B During the 1960s, Mumaghan headed the
~c1ty s Charter Rmsmn Commlttee S

- A .':_f

“ . tredited hls_pewfotmd success to "the luck ol the i

i
"



